Comments on Aylesbury Transport Strategy

References:
A. Draft Aylesbury Transport Strategy Summary 2016
B. Draft Aylesbury Transport Strategy — November 2016

1. These comments are made from the perspective of Haddenham residents.
As such they are limited to Haddenham and are not intended to detract from
the enormous amount of work that has gone into the referenced documents.

2. It was noted that:
a. The Strategic Objectives shown in Ref A include:

Making it easier and more attractive to travel by active travel and public
transport modes.

* Improving journey time reliability.

Reducing the risk of death or injury on the transport network.
Contributing to improved air quality by minimising the growth in traffic
levels and congestion

b. The geographical area under consideration includes both the Aylesbury
Vale Parkway to the northwest of Aylesbury by the A41 and the
Haddenham and Thame Parkway to the southwest of Aylesbury close
to the A418. (See map on page 7 of Ref A)

c. The map shown of page 10 of Ref A, which defines the sectors in which
these improvements will be targeted, includes the Aylesbury Vale
Parkway (Sector 1) but does not include Haddenham and Thame
Parkway for which there is no sector. As the detailed study is by sector,
it follows therefore that the transport improvements listed in table T1
on page 9 of Ref A have not been looked at from the viewpoint of
Haddenham. Many of these improvements are of interest to residents
of Haddenham, including the much needed provision of safe cycling
routes from Haddenham to Aylesbury and Thame.

3. A major concern in Haddenham is the effect of parking within the local
community adjacent to the Parkway, which is there to serve a wide area, not
just Haddenham. The attached document includes a number of pictures
showing the extant parking difficulties around the Parkway, along Thame
Road and at Fort End. Action is in hand to obviate the parking problem



along Thame Road by the creation of a clearway. But unless something is
done to increase the capacity of the Parkway car park and to reduce
significantly the parking charges, it seems likely that the parking problem at
Fort End and in many other parts of Haddenham will only get worse. Arriva
Ltd, the operator of the 280 bus route through Haddenham, have already
made comments about the growing difficulties faced by their drivers as they
negotiate their route through Haddenham.

4. Unless a parking strategy is developed and implemented, the situation can
only get more acute as the number of rail passengers increases. For
example:

a. Para 3.3.3 in Ref B alludes to the possibility of residents in the west of
Aylesbury travelling to Haddenham station for access to London and
north to Birmingham [and presumably now also Oxford].

b. Table 3.5 on page 44 in Ref B and Table 6.3 on page 70 of Ref B refer
to possible new settlement options. Although these have now been
temporarily overtaken by events that are causing the redrafting of the
VALP, there is a feeling that emerging policy will lead to significant
further increases in population.

c. Ref B (page 138) admits that there is no clear parking strategy.

5. In summary:

a. Haddenham has been omitted from the detailed studies.

b. The strategic objectives listed in paragraph 2a above are unlikely to be
met in the case of Haddenham.

c. There are extant issues with parking in many parts of Haddenham.

d. Policies to address these issues strategically do not seem to be in
place.

6. Recommendations. It is recommended therefore that:



a. A SWOT analysis such as that described in section 4 of Ref B should be
applied to Haddenham as well as Aylesbury.

b. A parking strategy for Haddenham is developed and implemented.

c. The parking capacity at the Haddenham and Thame Parkway is
increased and the attendant charges reduced or absorbed across all
rail fares, making parking apparently free for rail users.

d. Greater priority should be given to the provision of safe cycling routes
between Haddenham and Aylesbury and between Haddenham and
Thame. In particular, improvements to the A418 turn into the Thame
Road leading to Haddenham should be implemented as soon as
possible.

G E Tyack
Secretary HVS
1st January 2017



Attachment:

Parking Problems in Haddenham in the vicinity of Haddenham and
Thame Parkway and at Fort End

The situation in the vicinity of Haddenham and Thame Parkway

These pictures were taken on Wednesday 7t December 2016 at about 12:30
pm. The station car park is nearly full and there are in excess of 15 vehicles
parked along Thame Road towards the chicane. Note that the 280 route bus
stop has been obstructed. The picture on the right illustrates how the 15 or so
parked vehicles narrow the road all the way up to the traffic calming chicane,
turning the location into a de facto one way stretch of road. Since one direction
is assigned priority, at busy times this can mean extremely long waits, with
gueues backing up to the roundabout at the entrance to Parkway. Vehicles
already engaged in the non-priority direction can become caught by vehicles
arriving subsequently at the chicane from the opposite direction as these would
be entitled to claim priority. Nearby corners can often also become cluttered
with parked vehicles.
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Referring to the map, which is scaled to 1 Km squares, the car park located to



the northwest of the Parkway and adjacent to the rail track. It is accessed from
the roundabout shown on the map by the Parkway. Part of the parapet on the
“upside” of the bridge over the railway is shown on the right in the second
picture. This was taken looking along Thame Road in the direction of Fort End,
which is located around the double bend shown on the join of the second and
third kilometre squares on the map. Fort End is in easy walking distance from
the Parkway (about 1 Km).

The parking problem at Fort End

The above pictures, which were taken on Monday 5% December 2016 at about
11:30 am, show the parking problem at Fort End, at the other end of Thame
Road from the Parkway. Note the proximity of the parked vehicles to the 280
bus stop shown on the lower left picture of the four pictures immediately above.



